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This document summarises important Windowmaker enhancements from the release of version 5.0 to 5.9  

Windowmaker 5.9  
General Enhancements  
General  

p Windowmaker has now acquired the ôCompatible with Windows 7õ logo certification 

from Microsoft. This means that our product has passed Microsoft -designed 

requirements and tests for compatibility and reliability on Windows 7.  The Windows 7 

logo requirements have been designed in collaboration with industry partners and are 

continuously improved in response to industr y developments and consumer demand.  

 

 

p It is now possible to create up to 999 job types stored in the database, when modules data are 

migrated to database.  

Batch Process  

p While converting Quotes to Jobs, where job numbers are assigned manually, the program now warns you if 

the job number already exists.  

o You then have the choice to continue, assigning the next possible job number, or to stop the 
conversion. 

Order Entry  

p The following new columns have been added to the WMItems table of the Windowmaker database: 

o WMItems.ListPrice ς stores the item list price (excluding Pricing Extras) 
o WMItems.ListDiscount ς stores the item list discount 
o WMItems.ListDiscount2 ς stores the 2nd level item list discount 

For existing items these fields will only be filled up on re-saving the items using the new program version. 

Tip: Use the Job Recalculation facility to achieve the above quickly. 

p The absolute maximum deflection values for single glazing and sealed unit can now be input 

separately.  This enables a more accurate determ ination of the wind load.  

p You can now easily select a transom, mullion or coupler even if it is too thin to be visible.  

p A Construction Line, when selected, changes to a Light Green to be clearly visible.  

p The original Quote No., from which the job was conv erted, is now available against each job on the 

View Jobs screen for easy reference.  

p Multiple discontinuous items can now be selected for Global Changes on the Job notebook.  
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Pricing - Part Items  
p You can now calculate the Price of a Part item directly usi ng the Selling Price setup on Part when the 

Pricing terms on Job Type are ôBõ or ôCõ.  

This price gets output on Reports and Customer documents  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Selling Price is only allowed to be specified for parts belonging to 'Non -window/ door Products' 

module.  

 

Pricing ð Tax Calculations  

p A separate Tax can now be specified for each Extras category.  

 

Suppose that the windows/doors attract a tax but the installation -related components are Tax -free. In 

such a case, while the tax on the windo ws/doors will be as set up for the system, the installation 

components should be setup as an Extras ôcategory 1õ, which would be ôExemptõ from tax. 
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Photo Fronts 
 

This sales tool is now even more intuitive and user-friendly! 

You can now 

p Create new items while viewing the Photo Fronts.  

p Select position to place an item on Photo Front or else will automatically position it at the center of the 

Photo Front. 

p Edit items by double clicking them on the base image or on the wall chart. 

p Place Variants on a Photo Front.  

p Easily toggle between seeing the original Item and its Variant on 

the Photo Front to view the look-and-feel of the house. This can 

help the buyer make a quicker decision. The Sales person can 

accept or discard the Variant right here based on the decision. 
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p The Photo front image from the program can now be easily edited in an image editing application 

(e.g. MS Paint, Paint Shop Pro, etc.).   

This allows a sales person to quickly show a home owner the effect of changing to a d ifferent wall 

colour, making the decision easy for the prospect.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update Status  
p You can now save time by updating the status of multiple Quotes, Jobs or Credit Jobs from the 

respective View screens, instead of having to update e ach one separately.  
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p You can now save time by converting multiple Quotes to Jobs from the View Quotes screen instead of 

having to convert each one separately.  

     

 

 

Set up 

p Part, Cost and Price matrices dialog boxes are now enlarged to fit the screen . The improved readability 

speeds up data verification and set -up, thereby saving time.  

p ôMemory Variableõ options of all types, ôQuantityõ, ôSizeõ, ôYes / Noõ and ôPart Groupõ are now 

supported.  

o Memory Variable is similar to normal Options except they are not stored in the Item and cannot 

be displayed or output.  

o As with temporary variables, values for Memory Variables can be set, changed and tested in rule 

conditions.  

o Memory Variables provide a considerable amount of power and flexibility in the set -up of o ptions 

and rules.  

p The unit part graphics positioned at the centre of the Pane/Sash/Frame are cropped to sightlines. This is 

particularly used to display panel images on the item graphics or similar.  

p The colour of the unit parts displayed in the item graphi cs can be changed according to the finish 

specified using the corresponding option (using a .COL file). This was possible earlier with a complex 

setup requiring parts (and the corresponding images) duplicated for each colour variant. It is now 

simplified a nd can now be achieved with a single part.  
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Batch Process  
p Notch positions for bottom profiles having non -standard end cuts in Angled shape items are now 

output on the Part Usage reports and Part Labels.  This is also now output in the Link to Working Cent re. 

 

Crystal Reports  
p The Invoice and Order Acknowledgement Crystal reports now allow more flexible formatting:  

o Choice of stationery, and page headers as per the stationery selected. 
o Selection of Logo size, position and image. 
o Formatting of Item details such as: 

- Font size and position of contents. 

- 3 different graphics sizes with choice of which size to output. 

- Printing only selected Option Answers. 

p The WMItemOption and WMItemOptionAnswer User Defined Functions (UDF) for Crystal Reports 

have been enhanced to : 

o Support printing of hardcoded options and answers, apart from the options that can be set-up. In this 
version, the following hardcoded options are introduced for printing on Crystal Reports: 
 

Option No. Description 
10801 Horizontal Internal Dimensions (Item) 
10802 Vertical Internal Dimensions (Item) 
10803 Horizontal Internal Dimensions (Frame) 
10804 Vertical  Internal Dimensions (Frame) 

 
o More hardcoded options, introduced in future releases, will also be available for printing on Crystal 

Reports using these UDFs.  
p The WMOptionDescription UDF has been enhanced to output description of the hardcoded options. 

p New User-Defined Functions - ôWMItemOption1õ and ôWMItemOptionAnswer1õ - have been 

introduced. These work in the same way as the WMItemOption and W MItemOptionAnswer UDFs 

respectively, except that t hese have additional parameters e.g. to allow converting the size type 

option answer to a desired size format. Some parameters are for future use.  

p All Quotation and Job level Crystal reports now use the Ite m Total quantity instead of Item Process 

quantity to generate outputs.  

p Lines with zero cost are now not output in the Item Detailed Costing report.  
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p A new ôSurvey Sheetõ report is now available to enable a surveyor to: 

o Cross check details of each ordered window/door such as design, size, glazing details, etc. on site with 
the customer. 

o Verify and note any issues, such as safety related, to be considered during installation. 

 

 

p Crystal Report parameters can now be filled with 

values extracted from Databas e tables using SQL 

queries, for General Settings and Settings.  
 

 

p The ôWM_Cutting Listõ Crystal Report is enhanced to  

o Provide the choice to print the position of a piece as vertical (H) or horizontal (W) and 
collate consecutive pieces with identical display details. 

o Output the item description in the report. 
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p The WMBomNotchPositions UDF can now also display Notch Positions in a single line compact format 

occupying minimal space on reports. This saves paper when printing cut ting lists or labels.  

p The WmItemPicture and WMItemPicture1 UDFs now display glass position code texts for every glass in 

the item. This is useful on glass related reports such as labels, grid cutting lists, etc.  

 

p  The ôWM_Item Detailed Costingõ Crystal report now outputs more Item details. The costs are  

categorised under ôMaterialõ, ôLabourõ and ôInstallationõ with ôSub-totalsõ for each category. 

For multi -frame/multi -facet items, the same details can be printed per frame/facet.  
 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p The new ôWM_Item Costing Summaryõ report summarises the ôMaterialõ, ôLabourõ and ôInstallationõ costs 

for each item in an order. The percentage of each category of cost to the total order cost is also 

available.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

p The Standard Quotation Crystal re port can now be printed with smaller or no item graphics.  This helps 

reduce the number of pages and saves paper.  

p Item graphics can now be set to be viewed from Inside or Outside on Crystal reports.  This gives you the 

flexibility to have a different ôViewed fromõ side for different reports.  
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p Size format, i.e. Metric, Imperial Decimal or Imperial Fraction, can be selected at the time of printing.  

List of Reports where size format can be selected:  

o Order Acknowledgement  

o Purchase Order  

o Invoice  

o Quotation  

o Production Document  

o Glass Usage  

o Glass labels  

p You can now save time and eliminate mistakes (e.g. attaching a wrong document) by emailing a 

Crystal report directly from the program.  
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p You can now export a Crystal report in an appropriate fo rmat directly from the program.  There are 

several formats to choose from.  
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Production Document  
p The Production Document can now be made more concise by choosing to print smaller graphics and fewer 

options. 
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p You can also print collated information ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳΧ 

 
 

éor choose to print each frame separately. 
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Database  

p Windowmaker now supports SQL Server 2008 R2.  

p Delivery Extras, like handles, cills, or even glass, can now be output separately on reports even in the 

absence of t he Delivery Scheduling option.  

p Photo Fronts are now stored in the database. This enables synchronization of Photo Front details for a 

Sales client.  

p The Database name can now be 123 -character long (as controlled by SQL Server).  This was earlier 

limited to 8 characters.  

p The ntext, text, and image data types in the SQL Server Database tables are replaced by 

nvarchar(max), varchar(max), and varbinary(max) respectively. This is because the later ones are 

future compatible, while the prior ones will not be suppo rted in later versions of SQL Server . 

 

New Option  

 
More Modules  

p Windowmaker now supports set-up of Multiple Modules 

(3 each) of Profile and Fittings data.  This is expected to 

be useful to fabricators who use multiple materials or 

have multiple suppliers within a single material. For more 

information, click here. 

 

 

Enhancements to Options  
Export Glass XML  

p Glass Purchase Orders can nƻǿ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψ·a[ ό·{5ύΩ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ 

the glass supplier.  

o The earlier XML format was based on DTD. The new XSD based format is better in the following ways: 
- While DTD lacks expressiveness and readability, XSDs are far more powerful in describing XML 

languages. It makes the XML more readable and easily editable.  
- XSDs also use an XML-based format which makes it easier to access and post-process.  
- The earlier format required the Glazing.DTD file, of the correct version, to be present in the same 

folder when accessing the XML file. The XSD formats removes this dependency. 
- The XSD format is more generic and not specific to Glass purchase orders. In future, this may be 

extended to generate Purchase orders for other products (e.g. Profiles, Fittings, Frames). 

http://www.windowmaker.com/eng/pdf/Software%20Options%20-%20Multiple%20profile%20and%20fittings%20modules.pdf
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Job Imports  
 
p The Glass Purchase Orders generated (as above) can be automatically imported as quotes/jobs in the 

²ƛƴŘƻǿƳŀƪŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ 

 
 

Standard Products  

p The prices of Standard 

Products can now be quickly 

updated to reflect changes in, 

e.g. costs of components or 

product specification. 

 

 
Windload  

p The set-up of required Rigidity (EIx) calculations is now also available for French mullions, slider interlocks, 

folding features and 180 degree bay-poles. 

o The calculations for these are on the same lines as for the frame transom/mullion and coupler 
features.  

o This helps ensure that the profiles used as these features in sliders, bi-fold doors, French doors, 
combination pane types and flat bays have the required rigidity to withstand possible deflections 
under given wind pressure. 
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Sub-batching  
p While sub-batching a batch, you can now output Slot nos. compatible for harp trolleys.  You can choose the 

Ψ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ {ƭƻǘ bƻΦΩ ŦƻǊ DƭŀȊƛƴƎ wŀŎƪǎ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōŜ ΨtŜǊ CǊŀƳŜΩ όǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘύ ƻǊ ΨtŜǊ tŀƴŜΩ όƴƻǿ 

introduced for harp trolleys).  

The Glass Trolley/Slot numbers are available on glass related outputs such as Glass Usage, Glass Label, 

Glass XML, link to third party Optimizers such as Optyway and Perfect Cut. 

 

CAD Link I/II  

p Windowmaker now supports AutoCAD® 2010.  
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Bar Optimisation III  
p There is now a choice available between using 16-bit and 32-bit Bar Optimisation processes.  The 32-bit 

Bar Optimisation works on a 64-bit Operating System and also enables advanced functionalities: 

p The Bar Optimisation III option can now be used 

to find out the most cost effective non-standard 

bar lengths to be ordered, especially when 

processing orders for large commercial projects.  

The information for non-standard bar lengths 

required is then output on the Purchase Order. 
 

 

p The Bar Optimisation III option can now handle optimisation with multiple standard bar lengths.  The 

program tries all possible combinations of standard bar lengths and outputs the most cost effective 

one.  

E.g. Suppose the profile, OL072-WHT, is available in 3 different standard bar lengths ς 6.5m, 7m and 
7.5m, and you stock all of these. The Windowmaker Bar Optimisation logic checks the pieces to be 
cut against all combinations of available bar lengths, and uses the most cost effective one i.e. the one 
that results in minimum wastage. 
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SQL Sales Client 
p A fabricator can now:  

p Force a Sales Client to synchronise the local database with the central Fabricator database within 

a specified int erval, without which the Sales client will be unable to use the program.  This is to 

ensure that the local copy of the database is up -to -date with the central database.  

 

p Restrict a Sales Client from viewing the job after a certain status.  
  

 
  

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


